Shantung, Grab Bag of History, Once More in Dispute
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Along the shores of Tsingtau, the former German city in the province o f Shantung, showing hotels, postoffice, railiway board administration. office and eustoms house

My, Moare, réecently New York Tribwne correspondent aceredited to
the peace confercnce, is especially fitted to discuss the problem of Shan-
tung., He spent nearly sic years in China, five of them mf t'u.r'n'xp-_.m.(i{‘iit-
of The Associated Press, at ene of the most eritical '})(‘.l‘-.(rtih"(f}’ China's
recent history. He swie and reported to the Awntevican press in 1911 and
1812 how C‘h.ma became what is ecalled a republie, had charge of the war
corvespondents who reported the Tsingtaw campeion by whz't:h the
Japanese, in 101}, after landing on Chinese territory, captured the German
Joreez and fortifications on the Shantung coast. !n. 1015 he repnj'red’one
of the most dramatic political events in the reeent history of the Far Iast,
the sceret attempt of Japai to impose the historical Twenty-one Demanda
on Chinga.
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By Frederick Moore

HAT
Shantung, over which, alone | .
of ®l! the territorial set- -Stmtegtcnn_v Iﬂl‘pOl"fﬁﬂt

most of the province being a pvn!n—l
sula jutting out inte the Yellow Sea
of |in the direction of Corea.

is the ‘problem

tlements comprised in the Shantung 1s strateglently important

vast treaty of peace with Germany, | Lecause of i3 geographical

posltion,
the Senate takes serious issue with the immediately south of Port Arthur, and
Fresident and the Allied statesmen of

Europe ?

hecause {t is the province immediate-

?1;.' adjacent to Chi-li province, in which

and

among & few consuls und diplomats who

Except in missionary clrcles the Chinege capital is located. Through |
the provinee of Shantung the only rail- |
have represented the United States in
the Far East, there is li

this country about Shantung other |

wuay sartery connecting Peking with

Shanghsal, the principal
port,

ttle known in | Chineza sea-
runs epproximately north snd
than that the provinee produces a pe-  south; and connecting with this trunk
culiar quality of raw silk that bears|line at Tsinanfu, the capital of Shan-
its name—=Shantung silk, or p-nngee.itung. ig the German-built line to the
Yet this remete: Chinese province has | former German part and fortress of
in the and on the

iittle bay called Kiano-chau,

| i He TS
become the subject of grave contro- | Tsingtau district

versy between this country and Jopan.

What is Shantung and why should |
this primitive

It is obvious why the Japanese, who ;

provinee of backward- have alwavs looked with suspicion and |

China be regarded in the United distrust on the encroachments of tha
States as the one bad territorial error  European nations In Ching, have seized |
of the President in sace? the present apportunity to rid their
Shantung is ene of China'i most im- gisnt but feeble neighbor of the Ger- |
portant provinces. It iz about the size  mans, whom Chinn herself nelther
of the state of Illinpis, with 55.070 would nor eould put out. It Is Japan':
gquare miles of territory and :—;'.\-'»'_:t;nr_\!‘.cy—fnr solfish purpoees, unques-
forty million inhabftants, No cenaus  tionably, but very human onas—to pro- |
has ever heen L.ﬁken enywhere in | tect China from further white agorea-
China, so that the exact population of | sion, becauss of the danger of that

A province or even of the ecity of | aggrossion to Japan; and the only way
Peking, the capital of the country, ia|the Japanesa feel they
urknown. Bhantung is on the coast, |their safety is by laying prior claim

ean insure

&
b4

| has only

to varlous Chinese provinces and by |
profiting by the wvast natural wealth
which the Chinese themselves do not
exploit.

On the other hand, the Chinese,
who regard the Japanese with a con-
inherited from times
Chinese ¢lvilization ranked first tn the
world, resent the assumption of pro-
tectorate which the
ateadily sttempting to
them,

tempt when

Japanesa
fmpose upon

ATe

The Jepanese have become powerful
by adopting European methods and
making personal snerifices for thels
country, such sas the Chinese do not |
make, but this modern development
intensified the dislike the
Chinese bear them. Each regards it-

self as a greatly superfor race, and
the Chinese prefer and tolerate Euro-
pean incursions—having even in tha |
pagt invited Europeans and Americans |
—for the purpose of defeating the c_rb-:

jeets of the Japenesa,
|

]
]

|
The Japanese used to call us the Great |

Friendly People.

“Great Friendly People”

We were among the
firet to recognize their right to self-
determination within their own bop-

ders and to agres to a termination of
the privileged position which white
men held upon thelr islanda.

After several quick and costly de-
feats at the hands of the Unlted States
and Furopean powers and the payment
af heavy indemnlities during the latter
linlf of the last contury the Japancse
the of adopting
and thejr first
modern warships wers purchased from
this country, old Civil War "erulsers.
Within a comparatively short time the
Japanese had possessed themselves of
modern armament, but they then be-
gan to realize that the noverty of their
rocky islands was such thnt they would
e unable to defend themselves and at
the same time find outlets for theiri

venlized necessity

Western  mpthods,

surplus population unless they con-
trolled territories and natural re-
sources ahroad, The Coreans and
Chinese had not tho power to restrict
their approach in the way that the
United States and the British Pacific

Meolonies have seen fit to do so those

Aslatie terrltorles became
ese ohjectives,

the Japan-

China st first attempted to resist,
disputing, a quarter of a century ago,

the interference of Japan In Corea, |

which kingdom the Chinese had long

claimed as a dependency, though with |

as shadowy an excuse a3 they now claim

authority over Tibet and Mongolia, Tha |
China-Japanese war of 1804 resulted |

in the quick defeat of the Coloasus,
the modern-trained Japancse
sweeping the Chiness rabbleyhbefore

foreos

| them almoest as rapidly as they eould

advance. The Japanese planned not
only to rid Corea of the Chinese, but
to establish themselvea also in Tort
Arthur, the atrategic naval bass which
the approaching Russians already
showed signs of coveting, But three
of the Eurppean powers -— Rugain,
¥rance and Germeny—“advised"” the
Tokio government in wunmiatakable
terms that it would be wiza to with-
draw.

The Japaness compliad, but not with-|

out anticipating their next and greater
etruggle—that with Russia. To an
amazing degree the Japaness had begun
to ecomprehend International ' matters

that were 80 new to them, To Europa|

the milliona of soldiers of the Caar
were B terror from which the greatese
nstions had shrunk. Russia, it will he
remembered, hud long been regarded
by Great Britain ag her first menace
ard by Germany as s constant threat
te her existence. But the men wha in
their youth had warn skirts and long

and drank tea from delicnte cups, had
pone abroad throughout the world and
muade their own estimite of other men,
thair mws, relizions and machines, and
had dotermined that the Great Bear
that lay across Europe and Asia was
by no means the formidable power that
European nations believed,

They estimated correctly, however,
that he could muster friends and alliesy
andd thvy found also that thers were

| rivals with opposing Interasts Among

the European nations, and they deement

| the harbor of Kigo-chau, inelud
auenes, who daintily fanned themselves| ot of' Tainptoy, whera n nuvul bass

it mnacessary formally to obtain the
support of at lenst ono great power
hostile to Russia. They found that ally

in Grest Britain, forming an alliance |

early in the century which has lasted
down to the present day,

The first treaty with Great Britaln
provided for the maintenance of the
integrity and independence of Corea
as well as that of China, butthe Corea
clause was dropped In renewals of the
treaty when the march of events in
East Asin became obvious., The treaty
has been modified severnl times to

| meat the changing status of Oriental
conditions, for it was originally de-|

signed to keep the field clear for Japan
in meeting the thrust from Russia
down into China and Corea, & menace
that no longer exista,

Russia in the nineties was complat-
ing the Transsiberian railway meross
Munchuria, the northern province of
China. Hardly had tha Japaness with-
drawn from the southern section of
Manchuria at the insistence of Russia,

France m'u:il Germany than tha Czar's |
ministers, by connivanes with the arch- |

intriguer, Li IHung Chang, took pos-
session of tha peninsula of Liactung
bty leaze for twenty-five years, and
began to extend a branch of tha Siber-
jan road from Harbin, on the Siberian
road, south to Port Arthur in the pen-
insule.

The “Great Period”

This was the beginnlng of the suc-|
cession of Furopean “grabs"” that be- |
came noforfous at the time of eur dif- |
fieultles and war with Spain. Tuking |
a8 an excute tha murder of two Ger-
man  misgionariss  in Shantung, tha |
Kalser's povernment followed that of |
Russia (in 1898} with of

= the

the sei:

was established and fortress erected

| ttider & ninety-nine-year lease extortod

| two years

from the Chinese. It was then deemed
cxpedient | by the British povernment |
likewise to find a navial bass in the
Gulf of Peehili, and the Chinese saw
fit to grant the Hritish a concession rttl
Wei-Iai-Wei, on the mnorthern shora |
of the Shantung peninsula, | |

It was this sories of incursions that
alarmed the Chinese and eaused them
later (in 1900) to Taunch

the stupid Boxer rising, which eosr |

them heavily, further impaired their

them the lesson that the Japanese had
learned so reedily, namely, that a na-
tion must take eare of its own integrity
und keep nbreast of modern develop-
ment.

Though the Japanese took part with
the allies of that date in the march
to the relief of the bealeged legations
in Peking, they neverthcless looked
with no ease of spirit at the encroach-
ments of the white races in Eastern
Asin, for the Fronch, too, had ex-
tended their possessions and “sphere
of influence” from Indo-China up ta
the southern provineces of China proper,

Up to the beginning of the present
war the game of.the Kuropean nations
appenred to the Japaneso to be one of
selfish national rivalry and constant
strlying for power, strategic pesition
and npatural resources; and when the
great struggle began in Europe in 19014
the Okuma government, then in power
in Tokio, followed this European ex-
ampls, An ultimatum was sent to
Garmany, couched in terms similar to
[that in which the Germans had par-
ticipated with the French and Russians
in requirlng Japan, twenty years previ-
{ously, to withdraw from Liaotung.

As the latest treaty of alliance with
Great Britain provided for Japan's par-
ticipation in the war only in the Asi-
atic sphere, Japan demanded that Ger-
tmany withdraw from Tsingtau, her
Enstern naval base. There wers evi-
dences at that early date that the
British and Count Okuma’'s government
were not upon the elosest undorstand-

ting: that the Japancse woere aetimg to |

an extent tndependently,
Berlin ignored the Japanessesum.
mons, wherefore the Jupanese bloek-

| nded Kilao-chau Bay, landed forees on
| the

northern  shore Shantung,
marched them across that neek of the
Chinese peninsula; despite the Chines
protest, and, after investing the Gur-
man fortress, stormed it and eaptured
the garrison of 2,000 men, who were

of

taken to Jupan and interned for the
duration of the war

In the East thero was then nothing
to stay Japan, the great powers of

Furope were all involved in wae and
the United States was recurded as o
termined to follow a poliey of non-in-
terferenae in foreign afalrs, Dresi
dent. Wilson had publicly stated that

independence and still failed to teach'

the war in Europe was none of Amer-
iea's business. To Count Okuma, an
exceedingly crafty statesman, the situ-
ation appeared to be, ss he was cred-
ited with stating, “the opportunity of
iten  thousand years"—an Oriental
phrase meaning eternity.

What has been acknowledged by
many Japanems as the greatest hlun-
der one of their administrations has
ever made. was the attempt that came
in 1915 to obtain control of China,
Contrary to both the letter and spirit
of the Japanese treaty with Great
Britain, the Tokio government pro-
sented a series of twenty-one demands
to Ching, requiring econcessions of &
farreaching charsicter in Manchuria,
Shantung, Fukien, in {he Yangtze River
valiey, and even in Feking, over the
|ccntrat government, itself,

The preamble of the Anglo-Japaness
allinnee provides for the maintenance
of the integrity and independence of
China, and one of the clauses pledges
either party to inform the other if any
transgression i8 perceived. Here the
Jupanese were themselves the AgpEres-
sors, yet they officially denied for sav-
eral months the aceuracy of the state-
ments given out by the Chinese—who
| hed no other defence but to appeal to
| public opinion throughout the waorld,
| While attempting to take control of the
Chinese army and encroaching upon
other branches of China's interna! ad-
ministration, the wvenerable Japanesa
|count persistently reassured the West-
ern world with promises to return

Tsingtaun to full Chinese sovereignty.
|

Group V Withdrawn

Largely because of the storm of pro-
test that developed in the British and
Amerlean press, the ) panese Forejen
Office finally withdrow what was 3
8 Group V of the demnnds, which nis
fectod the centenl
China, though by moving
forces inte Shantung and
and threatening tn emplos
obtained the provineial eoncessions

they demanded, which were of enor-
moua politieal, strategic COmmer-
cint valoe, anil gave thien speeial privi
leges heyond thase which any Euronesn
power or the United
to-duay.

The Chinese granted these conces-
stons and signed the treaties rovering

admimstiration of

military
Manshuria

them they

and

ites

POESESERS

them in May, 1015. 1
|to enter the war, no
| give BNy gres

ater they desired
t that they counld
it military help to the Al
'lies or had any grievance LEBinst Gep.
| many, but in order to obtain a place at
| the peace table, where they hoped to
| recover by diplomacy n miensurs of the
losses they had suffored becauss of mil-
| itary ineficiency.
government  persistontly prevented
| China entering the war unti] after the
hard pressed Allies had given pledges
]tn Japan that they would recognize
Japan's claims to the tranafer of Ger-
!mun.y'.-a eoncessions and possessions in
Tsingtau and along the rallway in
Shantung.

But the Japsness

| When President Wilson fially broke
off relations with Germuany and sent
broadeast invitations to the varinus
| reutrals to do likewise the Chiness
then mustered sufficiont coutage to
|c0nlp1y, and actually declared war be.
| fore the President asked Congress te

recognize thet n state of war oxisted,

The American Minister in Peking,
Paul 8. Reinach, & man of German
origin and to a large extent athy,
had been hostile to the Japancse for

the long period of hHis terura in the
American Legation, and it 15 sall, per~

haps  correctly, that he promised
American support to China st the
peace tahle.

In Paris the Chineso delegation

theught, up to tha day Presiden: Wil
sun made’ his deéision, that he would
insist Lhat the Gorman concessions
and possessions (which inciuded rals
ways and eables) should be roturned
direet to China; bur (} Preaidunt
finelly agroed that, as ¢ dupanese
eontended, unless the European pow-

ers and America were willing likewise
o gll the trentics they had
(7 e

o dernan

imiposad

on inn ree nf nrms

Japan could not be required to do so.
The finished cluuses of peans
treaty with: Gormidny relgting - W
Shantung transfor the German loase
at Kiao-ehad and the German  raile
ways, cables, ete, to Japen, and Japas
nese- statesmen have promised Ly word
of mo [ & Ly ment,
By it rn s  Lhine
according o thes ( n-lppin tiaatien
of 1H15 Hofi cstipuls hina
shall open the port tn tha comniercs
of all nations and grant Jupun 8 trade
ing concesslon or settloment at that

| Port.

Another Chawnter in Germany’s Confession of Tur

kish Guilt

&

|

MORE poiwerful indictment of Turkey's crimes in Armenia
!‘ \f appeared during the war than that presepted by o German
writer, Dy. Johannes Lepsius, chairman of the Gorman Orient
Mission and the German-Armenian Society. Dr. Lepsius has investi-
gated the Armenian persecutions on the apot and incorporated hia
findings in @ report entitled, “Die Lage des Avmenischen Vollies i dor
Turkei,” published secretly at Potsdam in 1916, D, Lepains expieasly
carroborates the testimony of Ameriean consuls and missionarics and
indorses the report published by the Biryee compiittee. He chuarges '
the responsibility for the Armenian horrora outright to the Turkish |
government, declaring that the extermination of the Armenian nation |
was decided upon at Constantinople as a matier of policy. The
author'a silence on the alleged efforts of the German government to
stop the persecirtions and his condemnation of the German censorahip
which throughout withheld the truth from the German publie, consti-
tute an implicit admission of Germany's guilt in the matter.

In two preceding articles we have reprodiced in substance Dr,
Lepsius's narratie af the horrors themselves and his analysia of the
attitude of the Young Turks.

The concluding articls,
as to the effects of
etotus,

|
1

printed below, gives Dr. Lepsius's views
the persecutions on Turkey's economio |

*

.|that he could accomplish in three

been unable to get across In thirty
weeka that which Abdul Hamid hnd
years," to wit, the extermination of the
“The argument that with
the few puilty ones an immense num-
ber of inncoent were to suffer was met
by a Turkish army officer with the fol-
lowing remark: ‘The game question
was put by some ons to our Prophet
Maliomet—God’s peace hs with him

and he anawered:

Armeniang,

“If a floa bites you
would you not kill sll flaas’'7'"

The author does not hesitate to pri
clalm his conviction that by uprooting
the most progressive and best gifte]
element of the population the Turkis!,
government pushed the emplre to the
verge of economic ruin. He sayas:

“The annihilation of the Armeninn
people meens not merely the extinction

A

porter in Constaptinople who geta his
supplics prin(‘{pa{l_v from Germig

‘ustria, The outstanding cluima of ¢!
drmoamount at present to 13,922 Turk
sh pounds (ubout $36,0001, owed by
478 clients in forty-two citics of the
niterior.  These elaims are now, owing
1o the deportation of Armenians, uncol-

blessing ean attach tosthis masa plun-
der which 1= without a parallel in his-
lory and which was thinkable only un-
doer o Turiash régime.

A person does not become & husiness
min by slaying one. Nobody learng a
| trade by destroying its tenls, A thiniy
| pepulated country wiil not be rendeared

loetihle.  The 378 ecustomers, plus their wiore productive by the exterminuation
¢mployest stores and propesty, have |of its most industrious inhabitunts
‘mply disappeared off the face of tha | e

carth.,  Those who survive are at preas- | "The economic damage, which is by
‘nt beggars somewhers on the edge °f | 4o menans limited to the {iitn adTnta

the Arabian desert.”

According to Dr. Lepslus, it is chiefly
the import trade of Turkey that is con
centrated in the hands of Armeniane,
while the exporta are mainly ecantrolled
by Greeks. He estimated that at least

0 per cent of the entire import trado, |

10 per cent of the exports and at least
40 per cent of the trade in the intarior
wig held by Armenians.

losses, huge as they are, but which will
be revealed to its full extent only
lnter, will have to be horne by Germany
and Austria in the fivst placa.” «
And here, inadvertently, it would
seem, Dr. Lepsius makes an important
admission. Thea world had oceasion to
listen to tales of the enthusiasm with
which the entire Turkish peoplo went
| into the “holy war” against the infidels,

the Germuen nr

repders by limit
of

lieuting

meEnd i
cidl bulietina, On the othe 2
puints out that tiis was mainly o
i N . 2k
the rigid censurship Bxercised by the
1aih Tim
detvnding

Lerman ‘governgien! Hy
L AUH ewWEniyg !
thus indi the G
The following
Hlluminating:

Dr, 1ep-

Hels

ment

“In Germany, also, when the unjusti-
fied excitement over the Amprican re-
ports had ealmed down-—these reports
were, in the meantime, fully confirmed
through German sources —the facte bes
|p:an to be circulated in secret. Tne
better elass press, which cven during
the war remained conscious of its re-
aponsibility towsrd its publie, pre-
forred, with few exceptions, to keep
Isi'.ent altagether on the .*\m-.rnm:
| question, as the censorship couid nob
| permit, out of regard for Turkey, the

The significance of the .-\fmen?an im- | The war, it was said, was hailed by |
' L] - 2

porting firms beeames evident only if | the Turkish masses as the great op-
p sent over by Armen- W° consider that before the war Turkey ! portunity of Moslem revival, s the naw

K }ln[l. practically not a singla manufac {dawn of Ottoman strength and gran-
turing  establishment, and every |

deur. In a word, the Turkish, or rath
description of gooda and articles of | B A » Or rather

{the German, precs repreaented the war,

of 10 to 26 per cent of the population
|in  Anntolls, hut, what weighs more
heavily, the elimination of the cultural-
Iy most valuable and economically mast

developed element of the population only thelr own Ignorance and lack of
Dr. Lepsius defends the Armenians | culture. Elghty per eent of the Arme-

public discussion of the situstion”
However, Dr, Lepsius iz unable te
deny that the Turkish presentation f!f
i the events found ceredance 10
| the German press: “f'
German press was glad to take ecgnic

\ Refugees brought to America on relief shi

lfor the Turkish race not msrely hege- ian Syrian Committe

By Eugene S. Bagger
‘ ‘T URKEY must be an essen. | o0 (Varherrschaft) but exclusive

ready
tially Moalem country. |

i : =
Rt ihans anaidion p‘ro, was to be executed in all {ta im
(plicatinns.  Eecond, the Empire was to

“Naturally,
{able to collect within a year, with (n- «0NSumption had to be imported from |

| mastery (Allelnherrschaft) in the Em- |
lem influence must pre-

dominate. All other religinua propa-

genda must be suppressed. The exist-
ence of the empire depends on the

strength of the Young Turk party

and on the muppression of all antag-

onistie ideap.”

he huilt upen purely Tslamistiec Lasis
Turkish nationalizm and the Pan-Isla-
mistie idea exeluded in advanco the
enfranch of the different na-

ment

tionalities and denominations of the |

Empire.”

“A Turkish Cabinet minlater 1s re. |

ported to have said in the course of

. ; the war: 'By the end of the war there
The ahove passage is quoted by Dr, will be no Christians left In Constan-
tinnple. An under-socretary
of the Department of Justice suid to an
It contulnw, Armenian: ‘Thero 8 no room both for
secording to the German writer, the | ¥0u nnd for ourselves in the emplire,
declogieal background of the oty and a failure on our part to take

Lep=ius from a resalution edopted in

1811 by the convention of the Young |
Turk party at Halonica.

which culminated in the extermination
of the Armenian penple,
“The (14

prograrnme the

ndvantage of the present situation wnd
gt rid of you would be lrresponsible
levity. Membern pf the Young Turk

Young Ceammittenn wabid qulte opsnly that nl)

- LA L8 s 1 v i fy " l
Turk) government was determined Ly “wtrangars hiud to vanish from the em

two leading conslderationw” Dir. Lep-
slus saym In another place.  “Flrat,
the cantralistic idea, which portulated |

]

pire—first the Armeninns, then the
Greokan, then the Jows wnd finally the |
Furupeans,' |

YA Turklsh Cablnpt minluter boasted
-

| primitive agrarlan culture and inelpi-

against certain slanderous allegations |
a4 to their honesty and trustworthi- |
ness which were cireulated in the Ger-
man press by way of expiating the
Turkish atbitude,

“As the entire export and import
| trade is divided between Grecks, Ar- |
menians and Jews, and as the Turk
himself never rises npove the stage of |
retail trade and remaing, on the whole
and apart from the bureaucratic custa,
in the peasant class, the aversion of
Turkas to Armenians, Grecks and Jews, |
{nasmuch as not of a roligious charne- |
ter, must be considersd as the outcome
of a natural antagonlsm between nant-
ural and money economy, between

ont industrialization, )

"Those Germun correspondents who
congtantly refer to the Armeniana as
crooks and exploiters (these are the
tume gentlemen whoss vocabulary for
dencrlbing Serhinns wna llmited to the
cpithot ‘cattle thieves') evince thereby

nian population of Turkey consisted of !

npeasants; the numher of clty dwellars
was about equally divided betwaeen com-

meree on the one hand and the libaral |

professions and varlous handicrafts on
the other,

“Neither {8 religion an adequate ex-
planation of Turkish Inferiority in the
moercantile field.

(Moslems themgelyes)
held their awn, inasmuch ns they are
not handicapped by ignorance of lan-
Bunge,™ .

ticrmany's trade relations with the
Armenlan, Greak and Jewish firms in
the Turkish empire were based on a
#yatem of long-term cradits, Dr, Lep-
sium explains, This {8 in contrast to
the Engliah cuatom of granting eredits
for very short terms only, *In apite
of the fact,”” he writen, “that those Ar.
menian, Greek and Jewish firms hnve
to eell on tho haels of slx or nine
montha' credit and are geldom If BVOr

In compotition with |
| Armenians and Greeks, Poraians and |
| Arabs

significant exceptions they have al-
ways lived up to their obligations
German ‘ereditors, Tho ercdis syetem
underlying this import trade results
in the fact that all the time the Turkish
retailer and consumer owe considerable
sums. to the importers, so that the Ar- |
meninng, Grecks and Jews aroe nlways
ereditors and tha Turks always deht-

i

Surope. “Look here,”" a Turk said to
‘Dr. Lepsius, “everything I wear except
my beard comes from Frenghistan
(Turope), Hut for thess Frenghi
[ Europeans) we should be obliged to
o about naked like our ancestora
Adam nnd Eve,

“From the entire Amenian commerce
of Turkey all that survived is a few

from the Turkish point of view, as the
Osmanli equivalent of “Der Tag."

v
zance of thoso assurances of an allied

] f | government ond treated them with

Maybe this was the view taken of due (1) confidence.”
the struggle by the Young Turk intel- Ths result was, aceording to the Gers
lectuals of Congtantinople. It was not man writer, that when the first Amer-

the view taken by the Turkish meHses,

if Dr. Lepsius is right. Note his
versiong

“Perhaps tha popularity of an un-

ican reports were published, in August
and Eeptember, 1915, the Germsn
"nowapupors rofused to ercdit them I_T-d
| eharged Ameriean hluff, Some even in-

ors. This inevitable relationship jg fi*m8 in Constantinople and Smyrna,

{ folt by the Turk (who ls npt to forget |05 these clties have, op the whole,
nlwoys |

that he hna received goods for the | Peen spared from deportations. All the
money he owes) ad n stuto of depend- | trode in tha interior, with its stocks
enee, and leads him to the notion that| 9t wares and wceumulated values and,

the annihilation of the Christian anr1|
Jewish commeree would vid him of his
Indabtedness and lenva him better off |
financlally.

"Howaver, it s not anly the Armn-!
nlan merchunt, wha almply dizsnppears |
ftom the scene, thut 1s hit by the con-|
aeruencees of o policy which eneon TAgoed
thin delusion, but alge the German und
Austriun exportors and the banka in-
Lerested In sxport trade, 1 hayo before
me the customers' list of a oinglo im-

what {s worse, with all the values of
creative energy, has been annihilated.
“It 1a a doubtful gain if the entire
property of the Armenlan populace in
the interior (houses, real estate, atocks
of wares, furnishings, foodstuffs down
to elothing and shoos, ull except the
bolonginga of Armenians foreibly con-
vertod to Islam) ia exproprinted by the
Turklsh government and distributed at
low prices or frem of churga among tha
Turklsh sand Kurdish population. No

| popular war was enhanced in the eyes
of the Turkish mob by the chance to
rob and annihilate the non-Mahomotan
populace, first of all the Armeniana,
then Syriens, Greeks, Maronites and
Jows. Thoughtful Maliometans, how-
gver, will, in view of the losses suf-

aisted on hranding the Ameriean re-

ports as “products of the 10 L lie
|factory.” Dr. Lepsius remacks: “Had
[the reports been known in full, such

accusations would have been omitted
The English reports nined 111!_5'
selves exclusively to ¢ reproduction

|

| Iy more through the domestie warfare

fered by thia country, maost sincerely
deplore the economie ruln of Turkey |
and will reach the verdict that the
| Turkish government has lost immenss-

of American sources." Ifs continues:
| “The American yoports wers pub-
{lished by & committee composed of
men who inspired tho greatest con
| fidenco even in Germany. The reports
contain  pothing but communications
from eyewitnesses, chiefly consuls and
missionarios, and are limited to ntater
ening: the Gorman publio sbout the|menta of fact, without going into &
Armenian horrors, Dr. Lepsius does|discussion of the political side of the
not mttempt to conceml the fact that | matter,”

than it eould ever hopo to guin by a
victory abroad,”

In regard to the question of enlight-

ann




